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Pharmacy Through the Ages 
While you’re watching the video, have a go at some of the questions below. 

 

1. At the beginning of the video, Dr Bizley talks about some of the different roles of 
pharmacists. What are they? 

2. What year was the Ebers papyrus found? How many different pharmaceutical 
formulations were written on it? 

3. The ancient Egyptians knew how to make medicines in many different forms. What 
do you think are the benefits of taking medicines in different ways e.g. as an inhaler, 
tablet, ointment? 

4. There are many examples in this talk of using plants as medicine. Can you remember 
a few examples from ancient Mesopotamia and ancient Egypt? What could have 
been the risks for people picking plants from the wild and taking them as medicine? 

5. Dr Bizley talks about ancient Egyptian knowledge of ‘dosage’. What does ‘dosage’ 
mean and why is it important when taking medicine? 

6. Dioscorides was a Greek physician who first described ‘side effects’ of a medicine. 
What are ‘side effects’ and why is it important that we know about them before we 
take a medicine? 

7. During the Renaissance, Paracelsus began to realise that we could create synthetic 
medicinal substances that are normally found in the natural word. What do you think 
are the benefits of doing this, rather than just continuing to crush up plants that 
contain those medicinal compounds? 

8. What was William Brockedon’s invention in 1843, and why did it change the way we 
can take medicine today? 

9. Throughout the video, Dr Bizley mentions a number of different historical figures 
who made important discoveries about science and medicine. Choose one and do 
some more research to find out what they discovered. 

10. How important has travel and communication been for the advancement of 
Pharmacy (or science in general) throughout history, and how do you think this will 
change in the future? 


