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Managing Seaweed through More than Maps 
Mapping and social sciences workshop for A-level students 
 
“Managing Seaweed through More than Maps” is a short workshop series that explores 
SEAWEED management as an adaptation case study. The workshops provide case studies and 
methods to the students, as well as a taster session of the types of learning they could do at 
a university undergraduate level. We discuss questions and teach methods around 
adaptation, the role of maps in responding to environmental problems,  

x What is Sargassum and why has it been causing problems in the Caribbean? 
x How do different research disciplines approach “adaptation”? 
x How can we create basic environmental maps for free? 
x What is remote sensing and why is it useful? 
x How can we use a stakeholder analysis to inform adaptation? 

 
 

 
Sargassum on a beach in Belize 

 
Who would this benefit? 
The workshops are most suited to Geography A-level students because of their focus on 
climate change, hazard management and remote sensing. Nevertheless, we welcome any 
interested students from any subject to take part.  
 
No prior coding or social sciences skills are required, but because of the advanced nature of 
the workshop content, it is recommended for A-level students and that students are selected 
based on their interest in the content matter. 
 
Learning outcomes 

1. Case study: of sargassum for curriculum case studies, such as climate change 
adaptation or hazard mitigation. 

2. Coding: in basic JavaScript. 
3. Social data analysis: social sciences frameworks for future research or adaptation. 
4. Policy in practice: a case study of policy making in small islands and developing 

states. 
5. EPQ opportunity: possibility for further researcher-student interaction to support 

development of an EPQ. 
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What is in it for us: the motivation behind the workshops 
The SARTRAC (Teleconnected SARgassum risks across the Atlantic: building capacity for 
TRansformational Adaptation in the Caribbean and West Africa) project led by the University 
of Southampton is researching how vulnerable communities in the Caribbean and West Africa 
can effectively adapt to the massive influx of the seaweed Sargassum washing up on their 
beaches since 2011. By sharing mapping / social science methods and skills with your 
students, we will be improving our ability to deliver this content to non-expert audiences. 
 
 
Resources  
Please ensure your students have a computer each for the virtual workshop 
Please ensure your students have access to reliable internet 
We will provide online booklets available before, during and after the workshops 
 
 
Format and dates 
The maximum number of participants in one session is 30 students. If you have 30 college 
students interested in the topic and skills, we can run the workshop for your college 
exclusively. If not, we hope to coordinate between multiple interested colleges.  
 
The virtual workshop will run for three sessions of 1.5 hours. They can be run during or after 
school hours, as preferred. 
Workshop 1 Why do politicians needs science? 
Workshop 2 What is environmental mapping and how can we use it? 
Workshop 3 How can studying people help to solve environmental problems? 
 
 
Past events 
Workshops hosted for four UK colleges in November 2020, with a student commenting “I 
thoroughly enjoyed both of them and learnt a lot! I loved that the two sessions covered 
different yet closely related topics.” Read more about the event here. 
 
Workshops hosted for the public in March 2021, as part of the annual Southampton Science 
and Engineering Festival. Read more about the event here. 
 
 
Contact details 
This workshop is being developed by a team based at the University of Southampton. 
Please contact Dr Sien van der Plank for further information, at 
sien.vanderplank@soton.ac.uk. 


