
Interdisciplinary workshop series 
for A-level Geography students

Delivered by researchers from 
the University of SouthamptonPart of the SARTRAC project

Supported by the British Council and Australian 
Government as part of the UK/Australia Season.

More than Maps is an online 
workshop series that explores 
coastal case studies of climate 

change adaptation and hazards, 
and provides taster sessions of 

university level research methods.

Completely FREE to attend
Online weekly workshop series

Wed 17th NOV – Wed 15th DEC
4.00-5.30pm

After school sessions

Email sien.vanderplank@soton.ac.uk
for further information and to sign up your students

What’s in it for your students?
  Dedicated time spent on relevance to A-level curriculum in each session

 Certificate of Participation for attendees
 New material covered each day

 Opportunity to attend 1, 2, 3, 4, or all 5 sessions – mix and match

WORKSHOP THEMES
Wed 17th Nov Introduction to research disciplines

Wed 24th Nov How can we use environmental 
mapping?

Wed 1st Dec How can studying people help solve 
environmental problems?

Wed 8th Dec What happened at Somerset Levels? 
Wed 15th Dec Why do household adapt to hazards?

https://ukaustraliaseason.com/event/managing-climate-change-adaptation-at-the-coast-through-more-than-maps/
https://morethanmaps.sartrac.org/
mailto:sien.vanderplank@soton.ac.uk
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Introduction to research disciplines Wednesday 17th November, 4.00-5.30pm

In research, like in school and college, we examine and analyse the world from different 
angles. We demonstrate perspectives of disaster research in the multi-hazard context of 
the Caribbean. Prof Emma Tompkins describes the types of disasters she researches in 
the Caribbean, including the threat of sargassum seaweed influxes, from her perspective 
as a geographer. Professor Jack Corbett offers the political perspective on how small 
islands in the Caribbean cope with disasters. Join this session to explore a multi-hazard 
case study across multiple disciplines. 

How can we use environmental mapping? Wednesday 24th November, 4.00-5.30pm

Join us for this workshop on how we can use data to monitor environmental events, 
hazards and disasters. Participants will have the opportunity to use space-borne imagery 
to detect and map environmental changes over time. This is an introduction to using the 
freely available web-based software Google Earth Engine and a chance to have a go at 
coding in JavaScript with support from us! Learn a new skill and gain insight into how 
scientists can monitor and map environmental hazards on the earth surface from space. 

How can studying people help to solve environmental problems? Wed 1st December, 4.00-5.30pm

In this workshop, we will take a look at how studying the interests and complicated 
relationships of people and organisations can help to tackle environmental issues. 
Participants will be introduced to the concept of stakeholders and will learn to conduct a 
stakeholder analysis, using the emerging hazard of sargassum seaweed influxes in the 
Caribbean as a case study. This allows for plenty of time to practice the method, as well 
as provides an opportunity to examine and use qualitative data.

What happened at Somerset Levels? Wednesday 8th December, 4.00-5.30pm

Flood risk is thought to be an ever-increasing threat across the UK and with the Thames 
barrier closed for the 200th time in 2021, geographers are continuing to explore how we 
can best protect communities from flooding. Participants experience a university-level 
mini guest lecture which is then unpacked and discussed to offer students a method for 
calculating flood risk using the case study of Somerset Levels. This workshop gives an 
insight into how we can use innovative data to tackle environmental threats, including 
crowd-sourced and ‘big’ data, and apply analytical approaches to determine flood risk. 

Why should households adapt to hazards? Wednesday 15th December, 4.00-5.30pm

In this workshop explore what householders can do within the home to be part of hazard 
and climate change adaptation. This workshop focuses mainly on a England based case 
study of coastal flooding and together with the students works through a method of 
assessing household motivation and capacity to adapt to coastal flood risk. We then 
explore how this framework might also work for other hazards in the UK context. Finally, 
the students are tasked to apply the same framework to the Caribbean context.

https://ukaustraliaseason.com/event/managing-climate-change-adaptation-at-the-coast-through-more-than-maps/
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